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Objections to the ‘Ghird Order 
of St. Francis Answered 


1. I fail to see the purpose of the Third v 
Order. 


The Third Order teaches heavenly wisdom. 
It engenders within our hearts that contempt 
of the world’s vanity and deceit, which 
animated a St. Francis and a St. Clare. The 
Tertiary is reminded at his investment: 
“May the Lord divest thee of the old man 
and turn thy heart away from the pomps of 
the world which thou didst renounce in thy 
baptism.” In the Third Order the very 
marrow of the Gospel is made into a rule for 
our daily lives—can any purpose be more 
useful or more sublime? 


2. There is too much praying in the 
Third Order to suit me. 


You surely do not believe in the principle: 
The less prayer the better. No, you believe 
in prayer, but not in too much of it. Well, 
that is exactly the motto of the Third Order. 
It prescribes enough to keep you in constant 
touch with God, without treading upon the 
heels of your other duties or lawful amuse- 
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ments. Does this mean praying too much? 
Morning and evening prayer, grace at meals; 
if possible, daily attendance at Mass: the 
rosary at the funeral of a fellow-tertiary; 
reception of the Sacraments once a month; 
attendance at the monthly meeting; and the 

ial prayer of twelve Our Fathers and 
Hail Marys daily. If without prayer we are 
surely lost, if with prayer we are surely 
saved—will not the Third Order give you a 
happy feeling of security? 


3. If I wished to be a Religious, I would 
enter the Convent. 


Do you therefore take the Tertiary to be 
a Religious? If so, you have grasped the idea. 
The Third Order brings its members as close 
as possible to religious life in the world. 
Prayer, penance, charity are made to enter 
the routine of your life as naturally as they 
do in the Convent, except that Religious are 
shielded by the enclosure, while you are 
surrounded by the turmoil of life. St. Francis 
was the first to make religious life common 
property. Is it this you do not want? Then 
you do not wish to be as good as you might 
be? You do not want the means of sanctifica- 
tion you might have. You do not want to 
rise as near to Christ as you could if you 
would. 
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4. If the Third Order proposed some 
great external work, I might consider 
joining it. 

The old story! Give me anything to work 
at, but don’t oblige me to work at myself! 
And yet, this latter is the most important of 
all! Can any work be more beautiful and 
soul-satisfying than to pattern yourself on the 
divine exemplar, Jesus Christ? That is the 
chief work of a Tertiary, though it does not 
exclude interest in other external works of 
charity, but rather forms the proper basis for 
them. As the individual, so society in general. 
. . . .Reform the individual and you reform 
society. 


5. The Third Order is entirely too strict 


for me. 


It is strict enough, but remember, no 
excellence without effort, without labor. ‘‘The 
kingdom of heaven suffereth violence and the 
violent bear it away.’”’ Pope Leo XIII, of 
blessed memory, modified the Rule to suit 
modern life. You will be surprised how easy 
it is to follow this Rule. Try it and see. 


6. I would have to renounce all my 
enjoyments. 


If your amusements—socials, parties, mov- 
les, theatres, dances, etc., are sinful and 
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dangerous, yes; if innocent, no. The Third 
Order is as broadminded as the Savior. 
Lawful amusements are as necessary as the 
sunshine and the pure, fresh air of heaven. 
The Third Order urges moderation, but so 
does common sense. 


7. The thought of joining an Order of 
Penance frightens me. 


If anything should frighten a true Christian, 
it is the thought of self-indulgence, not self- 
denial. Penance has never harmed anyone; 
but self-indulgence fills hell. The Savior 
constantly urges upon us self-denial, and what 
is self-denial but penance? It is this spirit 
of self-denial which the Third Order empha- 
sizes and helps you to practice effectively. 
“Enter by the narrow gate, for wide is the 
gate and broad the way that leadeth to de- 
struction, and many there are who go in 
thereat! How narrow is the gate and straight 
is the way that leadeth to life: and few there 
are that find it.”” The spirit of penance is not 
somber, depressing or cheerless, but one of joy 
and peace, such as the world neither has nor 
can give. “My yoke is sweet and my burden 
light.” 


8. The Third Order is too easy. 
Not if you take it seriously. True, no 
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single detail of the Rule is very difficult, but 
their daily practice is severe enough to prove 
a real and thorough test of your moral 
temper. If you are not content with the mere 
external practice of its Rule, but endeavor to 
enter fully into the spirit of the Order, you 
will find it strenuous enough to test fully your 
courage and endurance. 


9. The Third Order is only for women. 


If this objection means that the number of 
female members exceeds that of the men, 
more honor to them. Remember that under 
the cross of the dying Savior stood three 
women, and only one man. If you mean that 
in the Third Order there is nothing that 
appeals to men, then self-denial and all 
Christian virtue is necessary to women only 
and not to men; then women only, and not 
men, are called to follow Christ—which is 
evidently not true. Do men stand less in 
need of the powerful assistance which the 
Third Order offers than women? Assuredly 
not. Quite the contrary! 

The surest source of this objection is really 
nothing but human respect. Men fear to be 
regarded as pious, or that remarks may be 
made about them. Popes, cardinals, bishops, 
priests, emperors, kings, princes, scientists, 
sculptors, painters, eminent men in every 
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rank and condition of life, gloried in the fact 
that they were Tertiaries. In the face of all 
this, can any one say with fairness that “the 
Third Order has nothing that appeals to a 
man.” 


10. The Third Order does not prescribe 
more than I am already doing: why 
should I enroll? 


Why then hesitate to pledge yourself to it as 
a rule for life? Why deprive yourself of the 
countless benefits and graces accruing from 
membership in the great Franciscan family? 
Moreover, the voice and example of numer- 
ous friends lends cheer and encouragement. 
Banded together by a common purpose, 
inspired by the same unworldly spirit, Ter- 
tiaries gain enthusiasm and a corporate 
strength which they would not possess if they 
followed their purpose unaided and alone. 


il. The Third Order is out of date. It 
had its usefulness in the thirteenth 
century, but has outlived that. 


That is as much as saying that the world, 
the flesh and the devil are not as alluring and 
potent today as formerly—which is absurd. 
The spirit of the Gospel—and that is the 
object of the Third Order—is as necessary 
today as formerly. And the Third Order is 
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as adequate to cope with the evils of the day 
in our times as history proves it to have been 
in the thirteenth century. Listen to what 
Pope Benedict XV, of blessed memory, says 
in answer to this objection: ‘We gladly seize 
this opportunity to exhort the children of 
Mother Church, wherever they may be, 
eagerly to embrace, or earnestly to persevere 
in that institution of the great Saint (Francis), 
wonderfully suited as it is to the needs of 
modern society.”” (Encyel. Jan. 6, 1921). 


12. The Third Order invades the field of / 
our sodalities and congregations. 


You do not distinguish well between the 
nature of sodalities and the Third Order. 
Sodalities are organizations, whose purpose it 
is to foster Christian life, having for its basis 
means of sanctification the use of which is 
incumbent as a duty, but emphasizing some 
special devotion, ex. gr., devotion to Mary. 

The Third Order, however, is an organiza- 
tion, which also fosters Christian life; but its 
aim is perfect Christian life. And its means 
not only the precepts of the Gospel, but also 
the counsels, thus drawing the vital strength 
“f religious life into the daily life of its mem- 
bers. Truly, any Christian may observe the 
evangelical counsels as adapted to his condi- 
tions; but it remains a matter of personal 
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endeavor. The Tertiary takes it upon himself 
as a constant duty, not binding under sin, 
to be sure, but nevertheless under sanction of 
punishment; not as a transitory effort but as 
an obligation of a state which makes him a 
Religious in a sense. 


13. The Third Order takes money from 
the home parish to the Franciscans. 


A Tertiary who is remiss in supporting his 
home parish, is not living up to the word and 
spirit of his Rule. Experience attests that 
faithful Tertiaries are always to be reckoned 
among the most loyal and staunch supporters 
of their pastor and parish. Besides, pastors 
can obtain full liberty to organize and direct 
branches of the Order in their parishes. 


14. I would be disloyal to my own parish 
by joining the Third Order. 


You renounce no obligations towards your 
own parish by becoming a Tertiary. The 
Rule does not ask you to join a Franciscan 
parish, but simply to attend the monthly 
meeting. You go to other churches to hear a 
sermon or to make your confession, does that 
make you disloyal to your parish? Would the 
Holy Father encourage the Catholic world to 
join the Third Order, if it bred disloyalty in 
the different parishes? 
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15. I have a natural aversion for the Third Vv 
Order. 

So has the child for water, the patient for 
his medicine, the boy for his books, etc. The 
question is: Is your aversion justified, or just 
a mere matter of feeling or prejudice? 


16. The idea of being buried in the habit 
repels me. 


You need not worry at all on that score. 
There is no obligation to be buried in the 
Franciscan habit; it is a privilege which many 
prize very highly. 


17. I have not the time. / 


If you become acquainted with the Rule, 
you will notice that it requires no more time 
of you, than you would be ordinarily obliged 
to bestow upon the interests of your soul. 
This much time you surely have. We waste 
so much time on the affairs of the world and 
in indulging ourselves, why be so niggardly 
when it comes to spending a little time on our 
immortalsoul? Wesay that ‘‘time is money;” 
how much more true is this in the matter of 
spiritual life? 


18. I am not good enough. 


Well, the Third Order aims to help you to 
become better. And surely you ought to 
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aspire to become better. Why then be afraid 
to join a society which is such a wonderful 
help in achieving this purpose? 


19. I am a member of so many societies 


already. 


Each no doubt has its special purpose, excel- 
lent in itself, but none possesses that broad, 
deep spirit which characterizes the Third 
Order. Moreover, the Third Order makes its 
members as reasonably certain of their salva- 
tion as one can be in this life. At the profes- 
sion, Mother Church makes a return promise 
for the pledge you make: ‘‘And I on the part 
of God, if thou observe these things, promise 
thee life everlasting.’’ No other society can 
give you as many spiritual benefits as the 
Third Order. The Third Order is the queen 
of them all. 


20. I am too young to join. 


Mother Church does not think you too 
young once you have attained the age of 
fourteen. In fact, your very youth makes it 
the more advisable for you to join. The 
greater and more numerous the dangers—and 
never are they more so than in youth—the 
more urgent the necessity of guarding against 
them. The Third Order furnishes in an 
excellent manner the safeguards against these 
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dangers, giving you the proper Christian 
viewpoint of life and supplying the most 
powerful weapons in combating the evils 
which threaten youth. You will escape ever 
so many dangers once you adopt a life accord- 
ing to the Rule of the Third Order. 


21. Most Tertiaries are not of my type. 


If you mean, not of your class, why shrink 
from associating with such as are below your 
standard of wealth or refinement? Were not 
the poor the favored of our Lord? Does He 
not demand of us a breadth of charity that 
knows no barrier of wealth and station, but 
on the other hand creates a universal brother- 
hood of man? Indeed, there is no better 
means of achieving just this than membership 
in the Third Order. “A new commandment 
I give unto you: that you love one another as 
I have loved you.” 


22. Some Tertiaries are no better than I: 
they gossip, etc. 


On the same plea you might even reject the 
Church of God. Do you not find black sheep 
in the best of families? If there are real 
grievances, you can remedy them by acquaint- 
ing the Director with your complaints. Better 
still, set the other members a good example, 
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and you will at the same time profit per 
sonally. 


23. None of my relatives or friends belong 
to the Third Order. 


All the more glory for you in making a good 
start. Who knows? Your example may 
induce others to join, and thus you will 
become an apostle, doing God’s work among 
men and opening to others the flood-gates of 
God’s graces. 
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